The Marine Corps Engineer Association (MCEA) is a HQMC sanctioned, non profit organization, chartered in North Carolina in 1991, by Col Jim Marapoti, USMC (Ret) and MGySgt George Hillebrand, USMC (Ret).  Within the first year, over 200 members enrolled and 136 were in attendance at the first reunion held at Camp Lejeune.  Since that time the MCEA has grown to almost 1000 worldwide members.
 

Since 1998, the Association has coordinated with Headquarters, Marine Corps to conduct the Annual Awards Program which recognizes the Active and Reserve Marine Corps engineers, EOD personnel and USMC and Navy engineer units.

This year’s Reunion and Awards Banquet was held in Peabody, Mass, just north of Boston on 11-13 October, 2006.  Award recipients and their family members came from all over the world to receive their justly deserved recognition from the 120 in attendance.  LtCol Kevin Leeman, USMC (Ret) & MSgt Phil Martin, USMC (Ret) spent the last year doing the detailed planning & coordination for the event.  Additionally, the banquet was well supported by the 4th Marine Logistics Group Ordnance Contact Team Color Detail and drivers from Marine Wing Support Squadron 472.

The MCEA was proud and honored to have one of its own members as our Guest of Honor and present the awards.  BGen Frank A. Panter, Jr., Assistant Deputy Commandant, Installations and Logistics, Headquarters, Marine Corps, presented the individual and unit awards to the following:

   2006 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Combat Engineer Field

Officer

1st Lt Bradford L Klusmann
2d CEB, Camp Lejeune, NC

Staff NCO

GySgt Ricky L Fode   

1st CEB, Camp Pendleton, CA

NCO


Sgt Miguel Esser                               8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC

Marine

LCpl Adrian Magraner

7th ESB, Camp Pendleton, CA

Engineer Equipment Field

Officer

CWO2 John H Walter

7th ESB, Camp Pendleton, CA

Staff NCO

GySgt James M Hatchett

MWSS 172, Okinawa, Japan

NCO


Sgt Carlos F Zambrano                   1st CEB, Camp Pendleton, CA

Marine

LCpl John B Dressler

3rd MRB, Okinawa, Japan

Utilities Field

Officer

CWO3 Jeffrey L Hare
            9th Comm Bn, Camp Pendleton, CA

Staff NCO

SSgt Richard Vaneycke

8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC

NCO


Cpl David M Fuller


7th ESB, Camp Pendleton, CA


Marine

LCpl Jimmy J Matthews
            MWSS 372, Camp Pendleton, CA

Bulk Fuel Field

Officer

CWO2 James M Seippel

7th ESB, Camp Pendleton, CA


Staff NCO

GySgt Richard Lundquist
            8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC


NCO


Sgt Marcus Emerson
                        8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC

Marine

LCpl Jonathan A Thraser

MWSS 371, Yuma, AZ

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Field

Officer

CWO2 Bryan E Stotts

MWSS 374, 29 Palms, CA

EOD Tech

Sgt William Callahan

8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC 

Combat Engineer Battalion


            
1st CEB, Camp Pendleton, CA









2nd CEB, Camp Lejeune, NC

Engineer Support Battalion


            
8th ESB, Camp Lejeune, NC
Marine Wing Support Squadron,

                       MWSS 372, Camp Pendleton, CA

Engineer Div
Outstanding Naval Construction Force
                      Naval Mobile Construction Bn 24,

Unit







Huntsville, AL

To read the Citations or view the entire Awards Banquet Program, visit: www.MarCorEngAsn.org & click on the “Awards Program & Recipients” page.

INSERT GROUP PICTURE HERE 

Photo caption:  Guest of Honor, BGen Panter, Award recipients, 4th MLG Ordnance Contact Tm Color Guard; member Bernie Heaney in 1812 Marine Guard uniform & President-Col Ken Frantz USMC (Ret)
The MCEA Objectives are:

    - Promote Marine Corps engineering in combat engineer, engineer equipment, utilities,          landing support (shore party), bulk fuel, topographic and construction engineering, drafting, and Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
    - Renew and perpetuate fellowship of retired, former and current US Marines who served with Marine Corps Engineer units and sister service members who served in support of Marine-Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) Units

    - Preserve the memory of those who served 
    - Promote an accurate historical record of the contributions of Marine Corps engineers
    - Foster solidarity of Marine Corps engineers 
    - Keep members current with the Marine Corps (MAGTF) engineers
    - Annually recognize superior achievement of active duty and reserve establishment Marine Corps EOD, engineers, organizations as well as Naval Construction Force (NCF) Units

   -  Annually present Financial Assistance award to NOK of deceased Marines or deserving Marines

MCEA Eligibility. All former and current Marine Corps engineers, EOD and sister service members who served with Marine Corps Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) engineers or in support of MAGTFs.   

   
The 15th Reunion/Awards Banquet is scheduled for Oct 10-13, 2007, at Camp Lejeune and in October 2008 at San Diego/Camp Pendleton, Ca.   For more information, visit our website at:  www.MarCorEngAsn.org or contact Col Ken Frantz, USMC (Ret) at frantzkd@alltel.net or 716-763-5655 or MGySgt George Hillebrand USMC (Ret) at 910-346-8808 or mail us at: MCEA P.O. Box 566 Jacksonville, NC 28541.

Bottom Line: MCEA provides an opportunity to reconnect and maintain communications with Marine Corps engineers, EOD and the larger Marine Corps family while recognizing the outstanding performance and service of individual Marines and Marine Corps and Naval Construction Force Engineer organizations.  The annual meetings also afford all members to become acquainted with current equipment developments and operational challenges in the Marine Corps engineer community as well as a forum to engage active duty members for insight on contemporary operational activities and concerns of the Marine Corps.  

PAGE  
3

